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TRANSCRIPT CREDIT

SUNY/Jamestown Community College

* English Composition I         3        Entrepreneurship I            3
* English Composition II        3      * Introduction to the Hebrew
* Writing About Literature      3          Bible and Old Testament     3
* Literature of the Bible       3      * Introduction to Sociology     3
                                       * Health Science                3
                                       * Problem Solving with
                                           Mathematics                 3
                                       * General Psychology I          3
                                         Introduction to Computer
                                           Science                     3
                                       * United States History
                                           Before 1865                 3
                                       * Life Span Development         3
                                         Web Publishing                3
                                       * United States History
                                           Since 1865                  3
                                         Electronic Library
                                           Resources                   1
                                       * Introduction to the New
                                           Testament                   3
                                         Business Electronic
                                           Communication               3
                                       * Introduction to Philosophy    3
                                       * Survey Visual Art:
                                           Prehistoric-Medieval        3


                                  TOTAL TRANSCRIPT CREDIT             58


CREDIT BY EVALUATION

Independent Study

                                       * Rocketry Physics              4
                                         Rocketry Software
                                           Applications                4


                                  TOTAL CREDIT BY EVALUATION           8

                                  TOTAL ADVANCED STANDING             66













EMPIRE STATE COLLEGE STUDIES

*+Digital Storytelling          4      *+Privacy, Security and
*+Mythology and Modern Life     4          Freedom: Social Concerns
* Exploring the Disciplines:               for the 21st Century        4
    Literature                  2      *+Evolution: One Long
*+Ideal Worlds: Utopian                    Argument                    4
    Literature                  4      * Educational Planning          4
*+Creative Nonfiction           4      * Blueprint Reading             2
*+Literary Interpretation as           * Economics/Macro               4
    a Method of Inquiry         4      * Algebra IS                    4
*+Capstone Part - 1 ( Novel            *+Information Design            4
    Research: Public Health
    Care on Indian
    Reservations)               4
*+Capstone Part -2 (Creative
    Fiction Writing)            4
*+Capstone Part -3 (Fiction
    Editing: Theory and
    Practice)                   4
*+Capstone Part -4 (Fiction
    Publishing: Principles
    and Applications)           2


                                  TOTAL EMPIRE STATE COLLEGE          62

                                  DEGREE PROGRAM TOTAL               128

	
	Degree

Program
	Conc.
	Requirements



	Total Credits
	128
	48
	OK

	ESC Studies
	62
	
	OK

	Advanced Level (+)
	46
	34
	OK

	Liberal Studies (*)
	105
	
	OK

	Advanced Standing
	66
	
	OK

	Educational Planning
	4
	
	OK
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Degree: Bachelor of Arts
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Date:
Annotations by Mentor Menoukha Case
Writer, poet, and art critic Frank O’Hara is credited with saying, “If you think in pictures, write. If you think in words, paint.”
 I fit within the first group Mr. O’Hara was speaking towards; I have always struggled to illustrate the images I see in my mind’s eye when I ruminate on topics or ideas, but have long been able to easily and more clearly express my inner visions not with drawings but with words. Whereas the ability to reproduce the visual content I think in has fallen flat on the canvas or blank sketch pad, my mind and fingers work almost intuitively together when I am creating a textual representation of what I am imagining. 

At one time being very interested in film, I first began to use writing as a tool to record the scenes I was envisioning; a method of storage that made dialogues easily editable and which preserved in greater detail than stick drawing my ideas for settings. The extreme budgetary constraints of a young teenager prompted increasing quantities of text files for film ideas I was not equipped to produce. Slowly my screenplays evolved into rough manuscripts, and eventually I came to appreciate—and prefer—the way a written story was a means of entertainment in and of itself. By crafting my words carefully, I could explain and share my mental movies with every bit as much sensory detail as what I might have produced on the screen.

It was in this roundabout way that I came to find a greater passion for creative writing than any other profession I had previously endeavored to undertake. The topics of which I can create and share pieces of writing are nearly boundless, and working towards becoming the best writer I can is primarily what I have hoped for from the start of my post-secondary education. It is my main goal in pursuing my Cultural Studies degree at Empire State College.

Summary of the Empire State College Area of Study Guidelines

A cultural studies degree is aimed at helping the student discover and understand the nature of

humanity and the various ways they (we) participate in the part of the world within which one is a part. This includes but is not limited to the study of art, philosophy, psychology, personal/interpersonal interactions and ethics as they apply to particular cultures and the human race in general. In order to understand the inherent similarities and differences, class, gender, ethnicity, cultural history, and multiculturalism should all be studied.

It is not enough to have a theoretical knowledge of these facets of culture, however. It is also important to be able to interpret what is being read, analyze its content for implied themes, authorial assumptions or bias, intended audience and overall validity of the piece. Similarly, one must have the ability to produce works that pass the same scrutiny as the readings under examination. This means being able to accurately convey facts, opinions, and creative ideas in a clear, cohesive manner that is both suitably academic and professional and original in style and content. Since my concentration within this degree area of study is literary studies, it is particularly important that my writing abilities are continually refined and my interpretation skills honed throughout my course of study.

Goals

I have enrolled in Empire State College to complete a Bachelor of Arts degree in the registered area of study of Cultural Studies with a concentration in Literary Studies and an emphasis on writing and interpretative skills. The personal and professional goals I am set to achieve through the pursuit and attainment of this degree represent a co-dependent duality, and it is with Empire State College’s highly adaptable and customizable degree plans that I will be able to gain the competencies in both disciplines I am interested in pursuing.

	ESC Cultural Studies Guidelines
	Applicable Studies


	examine the relationship

between culture as lived

experience
	Mythology and Modern Life, Ideal Worlds: Utopian Literature,

United States History Before 1865, United States History Since

1865

	discover culture as creative and

philosophical expression
	Survey of Visual Art: Prehistoric-Medieval, Introduction to

Philosophy, Creative Nonfiction: Advanced, Capstone Project Part

2: Creative Fiction Writing: Advanced

	explore cognitive forms and

values within social and

historical contexts
	Introduction to Sociology, General Psychology I, Mythology and

Modern Life, Introduction to the Hebrew Bible and Old

Testament, Introduction to the New Testament, Capstone Project

Part 1: Novel Research: Public Health Care on Indian Reservations

study artistic expression Survey of Visual Art: Prehistoric-Medieval, Digital Storytelling,

Creative Nonfiction: Advanced, Capstone Project Part 3: Editing:

Theory and Practice

	study social and cultural norms

and belief systems
	Privacy, Security and Freedom: Social Concerns for the 21st

Century, Introduction to Sociology, General Psychology I, Life

Span Development

	study modes of communication
	Information Design, Digital Storytelling, Creative Nonfiction:

Advanced, Writing about Literature, English Composition II, Web

Publishing, Blueprint Reading, Business Electronic

Communication, Capstone Part 4: Fiction Publishing: Principles

and Application

	develop skills in critical reading,

interpretation and communicate

their own ideas and feelings

fully, precisely, and creatively in

speech and writing
	Literary Interpretation as Method of Inquiry, Exploring the Disciplines: Literature, Digital Storytelling, Creative Nonfiction: Advanced, Blueprint Reading Information Design, Literature of the Bible, Capstone Project Part 1: Novel Research: Public Health Care on Indian Reservations, Capstone Project Part 2: Creative Fiction Writing: Advanced, Capstone Project Part 3: Fiction Editing: Theory and Practice


My degree plan reflects the culmination of, and preparation for, my professional goals of having

competency in both creative and technical writing fields, respectively. It is my primary educational goal to receive from my education at Empire State College a significant amount of practical experience in writing clearly and creatively in order to prepare me for entry into the highly competitive literary fiction field, which is my primary professional aspiration. To do this, I have blended the Literature and Creative Writing concentration guidelines to create what I feel more fully represents my combined interest in both. With guidance from my mentor I have combined the framework from each to produce my own unique concentration named Literary Studies.

	ESC Literature Concentration Guidelines
	Applicable Studies

	Study of substantial body of literary texts including literature of different periods


	Literature of the Bible, Mythology and Modern

Life, Ideal Worlds: Utopian Literature, Exploring

the Disciplines: Literature

	Understanding of relationships between literature and the historical/literary contexts in which it developed
	Mythology and Modern Life, Exploring the

Disciplines: Literature, Introduction to the New

Testament, Introduction to the Old Testament,

Demonstrates critical approaches to literature Literary Interpretation as Method of Inquiry,

Writing about Literature

	ESC Creative Writing Concentration Guidelines
	Applicable Studies



	Facility in the writing of fiction, poetry or drama
	Creative Nonfiction: Advanced; Digital Storytelling; Capstone Project Part 2: Creative Writing: Advanced; Capstone Project Part 3: Fiction Editing: Theory and Practice; Information Design; English

Composition I and II; Ideal Worlds: Utopian

Literature; Mythology and Modern Life

	An appreciation of at least one literary genre in a historical perspective through the study of literary texts
	Mythology and Modern Life, Ideal Worlds: Utopian

Literature, Literature of the Bible, Literary

Interpretation as Method of Inquiry

	Competency in critical theory, particularly in the student's genre of primary interest
	Exploring the Disciplines: Literature; Literary

Interpretation as a Method of Inquiry; Capstone Project Part 1: Novel Research: Public Health Care on Indian Reservations; Capstone Project Part 3: Fiction Editing: Theory and Practice; Capstone

Project Part 4: Fiction Publishing: Principles and Applications


Additionally, I have constructed my degree plan to suit my other educational goal: 
supplementing the practical experience of refining my cross-disciplinary writing ability with courses that will help me in my future endeavor of earning certification in Computer Aided Design and Computer Numerical Control to gain the technical competency necessary to work in a technical writing field. By taking science, mathematics, and other pre-requisite courses for this certification at Empire State College, I am laying the foundation for this post-graduation goal and setting myself up for a smooth transition into the next phase of my academic career.
	ESC Classes to aid in Post-Graduation Goals
	Credits/Method of Learning

	Algebra
	4 Credits, Traditional Study

	Blueprint Reading
	2 credits, Independent Study

	Economics/Macro
	4 Credits, Traditional Study

	Information Design
	4 Credits, Traditional Study


Contract Learning:

At this point it should be noted that, in what can be seen as combining the expected competencies from various institutions offering a cultural studies degree with a literary studies concentration, the contract learning I will have in place aims to make my skills in research, analysis, drafting a fiction manuscript, and revising skills stronger while also expanding my knowledge of an indigenous culture and the people’s respective beliefs as they relate to social and political inequalities.
Specifically, I aim to:

1) Research the availability of medical care and health programs for Native American citizens living with an autosomal recessive genetic disorder (Cystic Fibrosis). This Learning Contract is reflected in Capstone Project Part 1: Novel Research: Public Health Care on Indian Reservations.
2) Plan and draft the beginning of a fictional manuscript that documents the life and tribulations of a young Native American male struggling with the disease, his outlook on life, and how it affects others he comes into contact with. This Learning Contract is reflected in Capstone Project Part 2: Creative Fiction Writing: Advanced.

3) Have my writing abilities assessed and critiqued by a professional within the literary community and employed by Empire State College. This Learning Contract is reflected in Capstone Project Part 3: Fiction Editing: Theory and Practice.
4) Refine, revise, and edit a portion of my manuscript according to the feedback I received in objective 3. This Learning Contract is reflected in Capstone Project Part 3: Fiction Editing: Theory and Practice.
5) Research publishers and the publishing market in my genre, and construct the documents that accompany a manuscript submitted for publication (Query Letter; Synopsis). This Learning Contract is reflected in Capstone Project Part 4: Fiction Publishing: Principles and Applications.

Breadth of Study:

Prior to my transfer into Empire State College’s Cultural Study program, I was enrolled in, and received my Associates’ Degree in Individual Studies with a Humanities concentration at, Jamestown Community College. My work at that institution allowed me to complete all of the general education requirements prior to my enrollment at Empire State College.

Since becoming a matriculated student at Empire State College, my competency in the General

Education knowledge areas has only increased in depth and breadth. I have taken many classes which further expounded on the required general education knowledge and skill areas including the two (Mathematics and Basic Communication) required for a Bachelor’s degree. In fact, as can be seen in the table below I have fulfilled the requirements for nine out of ten SUNY knowledge areas.
General Education Requirements

	Knowledge Area
	Course

	Mathematics
	Problem Solving with Mathematics; Algebra

	Natural Science
	Evolution: One Long Argument; Health Science

	Social Science
	Privacy Security and Freedom: Concerns for the 21st Century; Introduction to

Sociology; Economics/Macro

	American History
	American History Before 1865

	Western Civilization
	Introduction to Philosophy

	Other World Civilization
	Survey of Visual Art: Prehistoric-Medieval

	Humanities
	Mythology and Modern Life; Exploring the Disciplines: Literature; Ideal Worlds:

Utopian Literature; Creative Nonfiction: Advanced; Literary Interpretation as a

Method of Inquiry; Writing about Literature

	The Arts
	Digital Storytelling; Creative Nonfiction: Advanced

	Foreign Language
	

	Basic Communication
	English Composition: II


Prior Learning:

It should be noted that the learning I received prior to enrollment at Empire State is not limited to what I earned as credit through Jamestown Community College. Prior to my enrollment at that institution, I was very involved in the field of amateur rocketry. I learned a great deal about the principles that underlie the various facets of rocket design and construction. Such being the case, I have submitted prior learning essays on the topics of Rocketry Physics and Rocketry Software Applications as I have acquired a good amount of practical knowledge on the forces that are at work on a rocket in flight and how to use specialized software to ensure these forces are in equilibrium. Between these two essays I hope to be awarded at least 8 lower- level credits, with the four relating to Rocketry Physics having the additional benefit of supplying 4 liberal study credits towards my degree.
I feel that these prior learning experiences are applicable to my degree because amateur rocketry is a very technical oriented field, of which the mathematical principles and software utilization and fluency relate directly to my goal of preparing myself for my next educational endeavor in gaining Computer Aided Design and Computer Numerical Control knowledge to aid in my pursuits at being fluent in technical as well as creative writing.
Comparing Colleges Concentration Guidelines

Cultural Studies comprises an area of study that is extremely broad and diverse, and so in conducting and presenting my research into the general academic expectations for this degree I refined the types of requirements for my concentration within this area of study. Presented below is a table that is comprised of the specific skills and academic competencies for three other universities that offer the literary studies concentration within their own respective cultural studies degrees.

	College 
	Expected Outcomes
	Applicable Studies



	
Empire State


	“Develop skills in critical reading, interpretation, and writing”
	Exploring the Disciplines:

Literature, Literary Interpretation as Method of Inquiry, Creative Nonfiction: Adv., Digital Storytelling, Writing about Literature, English Composition II, Capstone Project Part 2: Creative Fiction Writing: Advanced, Capstone Creative Project Part 3: Fiction Editing: Theory and Practice, Capstone Creative Project

Part 4: Fiction Publishing: Principles and Application

	Wesleyan U
	“understand capitalism, colonialism, indigenous

cultures, slavery, class, ethnicity, race, gender,

and sexual formations, environmental

practices, regional and national ideologies, and

transnational relations through their reading of

literature.”
	Literary Interpretation as Method of Inquiry, United States History Before 1865,United States History Since 1865, Mythology and Modern Life, Capstone Project Part 1: Novel Research: Public Health Care on Indian Reservations



	Marylhurst
	“interdisciplinary study of popular culture,

historical identity, politics, film, ethnicity,

gender, technology, media and other

consequential issues;” “interdisciplinary study of popular culture,

historical identity, politics, film, ethnicity,

gender, technology, media and other

consequential issues.”
	Information Design, Evolution: One Long Argument, Mythology and Modern Life, Literary

Interpretation as Method of Inquiry, Information Design, United States History Before 1865, United

States History Since 1865, Digital Storytelling, Web Publishing, Electronic Library Resources

	Bard College
	“Appreciation of the power of language as an

artistic medium … [develop] skills as

interpreters of literature and as writers, while

also instilling appreciation of form and

knowledge about literature and its relationship

to social and political contexts.”
	Literature of the Bible, Writing about Literature, Ideal Worlds: Utopian Literature, Literary

Interpretation as Method of Inquiry, Exploring the Disciplines: Literature, Privacy, Security and

Freedom: Social Concerns for the 21st Century , Mythology and Modern Life, Capstone Project Part 2: Creative Fiction Writing: Advanced, Capstone Project Part 3: Fiction Editing: Theory and

Practice, Capstone Project Part 4: Fiction Publishing: Principles and Application, Digital Storytelling




Conclusion

It has been an extensive process to plan future classes that will fulfill my dual educational goals of receiving the as much practical experience and knowledge in creative writing as possible at Empire State College while also preparing myself for my next educational endeavor which will include competency in the Technical Writing and Illustration field. I have also had to consider what prior learning experiences I have, and how they can logically be applied to my academic pursuits. Through careful deliberation with my mentor and much internal reflection, I believe that my Degree Plan comprises the most practical and personally fulfilling academic exercises that meet the goals I have set out to achieve at Empire State College while working towards completing my Bachelor of Arts in Cultural Studies: Literary Studies. I respectfully submit my degree program for consideration and review for approval. It is my strongest desire that my educational degree plan will ultimately receive concurrence by the College Office of Academic Review as it is presented. Thank you.

�In a rationale essay the thesis is already set. Basically, it is: “My degree plan meets my personal, academic, and/or professional goals as well as all the guidelines and requirements set by Empire State College and SUNY.” Because every rationale essay has the same thesis, you do not necessarily have to state it – although, of course you can. The individualization begins with [1] your goals, [2] what Area of Study and Concentration meet those goals, [3] how your personal learning path meets guidelines and requirements.





Since the thesis is a given and learning paths are personal, it is helpful to begin by introducing the reader to the person. Introductions vary in content; some are deeply personal, others focus on the professional. In either case, the format by which the introductory content connects to your plan will comprise your essay.





This essay follows what is called the “funnel” format. The format actually consists of a funnel and an inverted funnel, both bracketed in an Introduction and Conclusion (like an hourglass). While not the only option, this is effective for an ESC rationale essay because its form follows the functional steps of entering the college, making a series of focusing decisions that lead to a very specific, unique, degree plan, and considering that plan’s “fit” in the world. 





�





Below is this student’s Introductory bracket, a general “getting to know me” section that draws us in and gives us a sense of some of the interests, experiences and concerns that have led to an educational goal for the student.


�The student then narrows the funnel by describing the relevance of the Area of Study (AOS) guidelines to that goal.


�This student has complex goals; yours may be simpler. Because of this complexity, the student offers a rationale of his/her choices via many “funnel” gradations. This separation into discrete steps creates maximum clarity.





Each step in the funnel leads to more precise detail. The next gradation elaborates on the AOS. The gradations of a funnel are a continual line, so a hint of the next step makes for smooth transitions. In addition, as a fiction writer, this student knows that such hints keep readers interested in turning to “the next page.” Therefore while the student discusses the AOS, s/he briefly situates the Concentration within it. 





This student has chosen to use an introductory paragraph followed by a table for each step. This is very useful for Assessment Committees who then have a rationale along with an easy-to-reference map of the purpose of various aspects of your plan. 





�The first table delineates how courses in the degree plan meet the AOS Guidelines to complement and provide detail for the narrative.


�After establishing that her/his studies meet the AOS guidelines, the student moves on to the Concentration. In this case, s/he explains how it will meet dual academic goals (writing and literary interpretation). For a transition, s/he mentions but does not yet address a third goal, technical writing. 





Again, a narrative paragraph is followed by a table. The table shows how studies in the plan meet the Concentration Guidelines.


�Finally, the student introduces a third professional goal which entails further studies after graduation and explains how s/he prepares for this in the degree plan.


�Not everyone chooses to pursue an in-depth project via several interconnected learning contract independent studies; not every degree has a capstone. 





If you do undertake multiple related independent studies, it is important to provide a rationale that demonstrates that [1] they do not overlap with each other or other studies and [2] they work together to attain your goal(s). If you undertake a capstone because your degree combines divergent approaches to a specific concern or theme, it is important to provide a rationale that demonstrates how the capstone ties the interdisciplinary plan together.





In this case, both apply. The student is combining social science research in the health field (both CHS & SOC AOS), creative writing (CUL AOS), and marketing research (both CUL and BME AOS). The first concerns the topic of her/his novel; the second produces the novel; the third sells the novel.





This concludes the narrowing of the funnel to a detailed and integrated organization of the originally introduced goals.


�Having delineated her/his academic and professional goals, having detailed them in the context of ESC Guidelines, and having shown how the studies in the degree plan integrate to meet them, the student now inverts the funnel. S/he addresses how the plan meets educational requirements for a SUNY degree (general education) and explains how s/he has incorporated prior learning, both transcript and by evaluation, to help meet those requirements. By stepping beyond ESC guidelines, the picture begins to broaden again.


�Going broader still, the student now shows how her/his degree is situated in the world. To do this, s/he researched how her/his degree fits into academia by comparing colleges and demonstrates that the degree carries into the world beyond SUNY. 





If one of your goals is to go to graduate school you would also research how your ESC degree matches up with graduate schools’ requirements. If one of your goals is a job in a particular field, you would also research the skills and education that employers stipulate for that job. 





If the Introduction represents you walking “in” the door to ESC, and the funnel represents you moving though ESC to achieve your particular degree, then the inverted funnel shows you building on your past to complete that degree and the conclusion represents you walking “out” the door into your future.


�The student discusses some of the learning that has occurred in the process of creating the degree plan and speaks directly to the audience (the assessment committee), concluding that in her/his estimation, s/he has earned the right of concurrence. S/he has made the case for her/his degree plan and is knocking on that exit door.
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