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1 Introduction

EPortfolios have multiple purposes, both personal and public. One of the goals of
this course is to help you consider those purposes:

1. Reflection
2. Integration
3. Publication
4. Communication

The eportfolio map shovm here illustrates several purposes important for the
individual student: career planning, professional/student information, goals and
objectives, maintaining currency, discipline-specific learning, a repository for
the student's ovim viork, viork experience/placement, and reflection and
evaluation.
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2 Reflection
=Portfolios offer spaces for personal reflections. For example:

© Vihat do you think about certain ideas or concepts?

© Vihat was easy or difficult for you to learn and/or do?

© Vihat learning/doing processes did you use and what changes do you think you
might implement in the future? Why?

Three definitions of reflection from the Miriam Webster Online Dictionary® are o=
important to consider:

3 a: the action of bending or folding back
6: a thought, idea, or opinion formed or a remark made as a result of Image by vana Vasil via lics ) (CC BY-NC-ND 2.05)
meditation

7: consideration of some subject matter, idea, or purpose

Reflection is the process of thinking back over something that happened, viith the purpose of understanding it more fully,
connecting it viith other experiences and thoughts, and making nevs meaning.

James E. Zull, in The Art of Changing the Brain, states that

"Reflection is searching for connections-literally!...reflection is a physical process, a bouncing back and forth. For
example, light reflects off the vindovs and comes back to us. Hoviever, it comes back in a somevihat altered form. It is
changed by the process of reflection....And the more things reflect back and forth, the more complicated they get.... Ve
need reflection to develop complexity. We may start viith a direct and sometimes relatively simple concrete experience,
but that experience grovss richer as vie allovs our brain the freedom to search for those still unknovm connections. And
as vie find those connections, our brain changes. We attach the netviorks of our present experience to those that
represent our past experience....leading...toviard comprehension.” (2002, pg. 164)
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3 Integration

Integration deals viith connecting multiple perspectives on, or approaches
to, an idea, situation, or experience. For example, members of a
committee focusing on the problem of groups of teens congregating in a
mall might look at the situation from a safety perspective, a noise
perspective, a human development perspective, a legal perspective, or a
perspective that considers physical layout of the space, among many
others. Integration of perspectives fosters deeper learning, as it fosters
multidimensional understanding of a situation, process, person, or idea.

The Association of American Colleges & Universities and the Carnegie
Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching developed a Statement on
Integrative Learning (2004), vshich includes the folloviing explanation:
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Integrative learning comes in many varieties: connecting skills and

knoviledge from multiple sources and experiences; applying theory to

practice in various settings; utilizing diverse and even contradictory

points of viev/; and, understanding issues and positions contextually. Significant knovdedge viithin individual disciplines
serves as the foundation, but integrative learing goes beyond academic boundaries. Indeed, integrative experiences
often occur as learners address real-vorld problems, unscripted and sufficiently broad to require multiple areas of
knovledge and multiple modes of inquiry, offering multiple solutions and benefiting from multiple perspectives.

EPortfolios can support integrated learning by presenting the same information in multiple forms, offering the opportunity for
feedback from multiple users viith different perspectives, and offering the opportunity for community discussion and
‘connection.
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4 Publication

EPortfolios offer viays of sharing and shovicasing information. As
part of the course, you'l focus on questions of vihat type of
information to share vith vihat audience - questions that pertain
to so much electronic communication in the 21st century.
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5 Communication

ePortfolios also offer the opportunity for communication. As you will read in many articles in this course, another
function and purpose of a personal learning environment and an eportfolio is learning through dialogue. The
artifacts in a personal learning environment and eportfolio can be made public, which allows for response, feedback,
and discussion, either one-to-one discussion, or discussion among a wider group of peers.
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